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Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The Secretary has asked me to respond to your 
letter of January 3 concerning the right of option 
of political prisoners in Argentina. 

At present a three man Military Review Board 
considers all applications for right of option and 
recommends those which are judced as not presenting 
a threat to the Argentine government to President 
Videla for final approval. Arrcpr-dSftg^to the Argen- 
tine Embassy in T/ashincton, some 130 prisoners have 
been granted the right of option, o'rrfn the case of 
foreigners, have been exiled in the last four months. 

The United States government has consistently 
encouraged the Argentine government to restore, and 
once restored, to liberalize the right of option. 

The Department is continuing to follow this policy 
as one way to improve the position of detainees held 
under the State of Siege provisions of the Argentine 
Constitution. 


Robert G. Beckel 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
for Conoressional Relations 


The Honorable 

Donald H. Fraser, Chairman 

Subcommittee on International 
Organizations, 

Committee on International Relations, 
House cf Representatives . 
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